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operators. The President asked the General if, in case
the operators went to court and had a writ served on him,
he would do as was done under Lincoln, simply send the writ
on to the President. After a little thought the General re-
plied that he would. Eoosevelt said: "All right, I will send
you."

No one except Senator Quay, General Schofield and two
members of Eoosevelt's Cabinet had knowledge of this
part of the President's plan. He had arranged with Sena-
tor Quay, who was in Pennsylvania, to telegraph to him
when the moment arrived at which he (Koosevelt) wished
the Governor to notify him of his need of Federal inter-
ference; the message was to be: "The time for the re-
quest has come." The President had all preparations
made for starting the troops within half an hour.

Whether knowledge of the President's purpose leaked
out or not cannot be stated, but something acted as a
powerful incentive upon the operators, producing a sud-
den change of front. It may have been a hint of Mr. Cleve-
land's willingness to stand openly with the President.

After receipt of Mr. Cleveland's letter of consent, Secre-
tary Boot, at the President's request, went to New York
on a private mission. In a letter, written to the President
on June 23, 1903, to contradict some erroneous assertions
about the coal strike settlement that had been made in a
newspaper, Secretary Boot described this mission and its
results as follows, showing that the operators refused to
accept Mr. Cleveland as a member of the commission,
being naturally unwilling to have such convincing evidence
as would thereby be given to the public of the wisdom and
justice of the President's course:

"I went to New York and spent the better part of a day
with Mr. J. P. Morgan on his yacht Corsair, and during
this interview we drafted an agreement of arbitration for
a commission to be appointed by you. Mr. Morgan got the
signature of the operators to this paper with a single modi-
fication. The modification required that the arbitrators
appointed by you should belong to certain specified